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What’s in a Drawing? 
 

 
 

What’s in a drawing? 

 

The boat was fourteen feet 6 inches in length and Ben was five feet one 

inches tall, so there is a bit of artistic licence in my drawing. 

Ben Parsonage was seldom seen without his Bunnet. I do not know if it 

was a throwback to his time in the shipyards or whether he was cold 

because his hair was thinning (or was his hair thinning because he 

always wore a bunnet?). Whatever, Ben wore a Bunnet. 

The outboard Engine was a three and a half horse power Seagull 

Century. Ben had 4 Seagull engines. Two one and a half horse power 

and two three and a half. One of the larger engines had a clutch 

mechanism. One had a four-blade propeller and one had a two-blade 

propeller. Ben normally rowed wherever he was going on the river, just 

occasionally using an engine to get to where he was required. 

       
 

Ben used a pole drag when searching shallow water, like the canal. 

Sometimes this pole was Bamboo which came from the Blind Asylum. 



He also used wooden poles and had short poles which bolted together 

allowing him to transport them easier (telescopic poles). 
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The boat is the famous “Bennie” which was really only used on the river 

Clyde. This was the only occasion that I know, of the “Bennie” being 

taken to the canal. Except for when it was transported to its final resting 

place in the Riverside Museum, I never saw this boat on a trailer. 

Bennie felt he had a better “feel” for his searching the higher up he was, 

thus, as in this sketch, he was Standing on the stern seat. This was the 

same when he was using his rope drag, when he would sit on a plank of 

wood across the stern of the boat, raising himself higher. The plank of 

wood is seen in the drawing beside the oars. There is also a boat hook 

beside the oars. You went nowhere without a boathook. There is a Spare 

2-gallon petrol can in the bows of the boat beside a pile of spare rope; 

you also went nowhere without spare rope and petrol. The rope 

grappling is lying on the boat flooring between the stern and centre 

seats. 

 

    
Ben sitting on his “plank” Left the “Lady sarah” right the “Rina” which he built. The rope grapling iron. 

 

You may notice the specially designed high-backed rowlocks which held 

the oar better in position, important when racing to a rescue. 

Yes, you can get a lot out of a drawing. 
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